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HEPATITIS A
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BACKGROUND:



Arizona has had the highest rate of Hepatitis A in the United States over the last decade.  

Although Hepatitis A is generally a self-limited illness, it leads to hospitalization in 14% of cases, and causes death in one case out of 1,000.  An average 20 days of work are missed for each Hepatitis A case.  Hepatitis A vaccine has been available in the U.S. since 1995, and is licensed for persons two years of age and older.

A new rule has been approved to make the two-dose Hepatitis A vaccine series a requirement for child care attendance in Maricopa County for children aged two through five years old.  This rule became effective on January 19, 1999.

GUIDELINE:



· In Pima County, Hepatitis A vaccine is recommended for all children aged 2-5, whether in day care or not.

· It is available through the Vaccines for Children (VFC) program.

· If a 2-5 year old child starts a series (i.e., receives one dose) and needs a second dose, the Vaccines for Children program (VFC) will finish the series no matter how old the child is.

· Prior authorization is not required.

REFERENCE:  PCHD; ADHS Immunization Web Site
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